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by Geneviéve D'Souza and Lisa Uesson

She was born in Beijing, China in 1969, during the rising of a red moon. Her parents named
her “Chan,” which means to rise, and “Hon" which means red, a colour that traditionally
signifies health and prosperity. It is 2 name that is fitting, given her quick rise to fame and
good fortune. Chan Hon Goh has had a glittering, fairy-tale career as a ballerina since
joining the National Ballet of Canada in 1988, Her quick ascansion within the company
landed her the prestigious title of Principal Dancer in 1984--the first of Chinese descant.

A 2005 recipient of the New Pioneers Arts Award, Ms. Goh's invaluable contributions
to the cultural and artistic tapestry of Canada will be seen once again on a familiar stage.
The upcoming gala presentation of A Chinese New Year Celebration with Chan Hon
Goh, will be held an January 31, 2009 in the P.C. Ho Theatre at the Chinese Cultural Centre
of Greater Toronto (CCCGT). ’

"The message of what the cultural centre offers in the community is important,” says Ms,
Goh. it is a meeting place, a place for inspiration, and where the west meets the east

Established in 1988, the CCCGTis an integral part of the Scarborough community in east
Toronto, actively promating and fostering Chinese culture. It is one of the most technologically
advanced cultural centres in North America, offering a variety of activities each year.

A Chinese New Year Celebration will attract over 600 entertainment enthusiasts
to the 23,000 square fool venue. The show serves as a “gataway for people to garner
enthusiasm to see full productions that are normally two hours long,” says Ms. Gah, co-
producer and a performer in the show. “It's important that dance is accessible to everyone
and goes into the community.”

This will be Ms. Goh's third show at the Cultural Centre. As the creative head, she
has gathered exceptional talent, selected stimulating repertoire, and configured all of the
onstage logistics, making this "a top-notch” shaw.
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"I'm very appreciative of all the participants and their hard work,” says Ms. Goh. "They
too see it as a cultural community event.”

This year's fundraising gala production is sponsored by Rolex. Ms. Goh is the oificial
Canadian Ambassador and representative of its brand—Ilasting, precsion, trust, and
quality—a brand similar to the essence of wha she is.

“We discovered the program twe years ago when | came as Chan's guest,” says Mr.
Victor Royce, Chief Executive Officer of Rolex Canada. "We were really impressed so we
decided to take the lead sponsorship role to support Chan, the cultural centre, and the
Chinese community in Toronto.”

The CCCGT has also played an active rale in this year's Chinese New Year celebration
by handling the fundraising, administration, marketing, ticket sales, and reception details.

“We would like to invite not only the Chinese community, but also other ethnic graups
to share the joy and festivities of our traditions and culture,” said Dr. Ming-tat Cheung,
Chairman and President of the CCCGT.

The two-hour show will featura over a dozen well-known performers including NBOC
Principal Dancers Aleksander Antonijevic, Sonia Rodriguez, and Piotr Stanczyk and Orlando
Ballet Principal Dancers Eddy Tovar and Chiaki Yasukawa. And commissioned spedifically for this
event, is the world premiere of Canadian choreographer, Matjash Mrozewski's Finale Defile,

“It's more than what meets the eye,” says Ms. Goh. “I've been meticulous in what |
want to see and how it's represented.” The program will showcase excerpts from classical
and contemporary ballets, including Cinderella, Madame Butterfly, Don Quixote, Le
Corsaire, and The Nutcracker.

“There will be excerpts chosen from various artistic styles,” says Ms. Goh. "It's like a
little menu tasting and ideal because there's something for everyane.”

An active member of the community, Ms. Goh has been an Honorary Advisor to the
CCCGT since 1995. She has also fundraised for the Education Foundation of the Federation
of Chinese Canadian Professionals since 1999. With strong.cultural and artistic roots
embedded in her soul, she encourages newcomers to the venue and to the ballet to "invest
in the arts because it's lasting and it feeds the soul—walk in with an open mind,” she says.
Just as she did years ago.

Determined to follow in her parents footsteps, Ms. Goh walked into the world of ballet,
at age 12, with a dream and a mission. Her family is deeply rooted in dance. Choo Chiat Goh
{dubbed "The Nureyev of China”) and Lin Yee Goh, were former Principal Dancers for the
National Ballet of China in Beijing. Four of her father's siblings alse pursued a ballet career,
most notably her uncle Choo San Goh (1948-1987), a celebrated choreographer in the
United States. Seeking a newer way of life, the senior Gohs immigrated to British Columbia
in 1977. A year later, they built The Goh Ballet Academy, which is recognized for its prize-
winning students and sought-after graduates.

Chan Hon Goh is one of them. She is a gifted classicist, recognized world-wide for her
dramatic characterizations, breath-taking artistry, and refined technique. She has danced
lead roles in Swan Lake, Romeo and Juliet, The Nutcracker, The Sleeping Beauty, The

Chan Hon Goh dancing outside the CCCGT
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Taming of the Shrew, Madame Butterfly, and Giselle. She's mada her dream a reality
and accomplished more than just her mission today.

Ms. Goh was also a Principal Dancer with the US-basad Suzanne Farrell Ballet (2000-
2006), dancing works by renowned 20th-century choreographer George Balanchine, at
The Kennedy Centre in Washington, D.C. Her performances as a guest artist have also
propelled her into the spotlight on world stages in Europe, Asia, Australia, and South
America. And she is recognized as one of the “Great Women of tha 21¢ Century,” by
the American Biographical Institute. Humbled by the titles, she credits her parents, NBOC
Artistic Director Karen Kain, Artisic Coach Magdalena Popa, and the great American
Balanchine ballerina Suzanne Farrell, for teaching her how to "illuminate technique.”

Ms. Goh is well-known for defying gravity onstage. When she performs a Grand Jets,
flying through the air and landing weightlessly in the arms of har partner, her feather-like
swoops leave audiences breathless. Her graceful composure is a quality her dance partners
(Rex Harrington, Peter Boal, and Johan Persson 1o name a few) know well.

But it is her very first dance partner, Chun Che, who captured her heart during
rehearsals of a ballet gala performance of The Butterfly Lavers, a romantic pas de deux
he choreagraphed for them to dance years ago. The couple married in August 15997,

Together they've made significant contributions to dance while Ms. Goh has developed
her talents into multiple artistic channels. Working to have it all as an entrepreneur, an
ambassador for charities, and an author, she admits that finding balance is challenging.

“I think balance is especially difficult for women,” says Ms. Goh. "We're hard on
ourselves to be everything and it's hard to say no. Everything is relevant, especially now that
I'm a mom.” In February 2006, Ms. Goh gave birth to a son, returning to the studio just
eight weeks later with a renewed passion for her busy life.

Year-round performances, daily and lengthy rehearsals, wear and tear on the body, and
maintaining a well-rounded life is what life as a dancer is about. Her 2002 autobiography,
Beyond the Dance: A Ballerina's Life is an honest portrayal. Commitment, sacrifice, and
injury are part of that life and, like mast sarious dancers, Ms. Goh accepted her share of
physical pain at the cost of doing something she love.

Commitment, sacrifice, and injury are part of that life and, like
most serious dancers, Ms. Goh accepted her share of physical
pain at the cost of doing something she loved.
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Chan Hon Goh and Zdenek Konvalina in The Sleeping Beauty Fhotographer: Cylla von Tiedemann

“I'think balance is especially difficult for women, ”
says Ms. Goh. "We're hard on ourselves to be
everything and it's hard to say no. Everything is
relevant, especially now that I'm a mom.”
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Behind her steely.elegance.is a generous persenality who
awards scholarships and donates to dance competitions,
festivals, and charities like the Build-A-Ballet Fund.
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"Before the age of 25, | had three stress fractures in my feet,” says Ms. Goh. "It was
possibly due to the lack of proper support in my dance footwear.”

50in 1998, Ms. Goh and her husband, Che, founded Principal by Chan Hon Goh@®, the only
Canadian manufacturer and distributor of pointe shoes and dance slippers, designed by dancers
and intended to help prevent dance-related injuries. The company received the Association of
Chinese Canadian Entrepreneurs Award {ACCE) for the most innovative product in 2005.

But it's not all business for Ms. Goh. Behind her steely elegance is a generous personality
who awards scholarships and donates to dance competitions, festivals, and charities like
the Bulid-A-Ballet Fund. She is also the Smile Ambassador for Smile China, a program
that provides medical services to poor children with facial deformities in China. And she is
Honorary Patron for the Canadian Arthritis and Autoimmunity Research Centre Foundation,
a charity close to her heart.

Now at the pinnacle of her tachnical and expressive powers, Ms. Goh plans to continue
her creative and cultural work long after she is ready to hang up her ballet slippers. It will be
a while befere she stops dancing like a dream.

For now, the show must go on and the community will soon gather to celebrate the
Year of the Ox. A Chinese New Year Celebration with Chan Hon Goh is sure to transport
the audience from reality to a new world, a new beginning, and a new moon rising.

T han Hogwlaohy

L-R: Victor Royce, Chief Executive Officer of Rolex Canada. Chan Hon Goh. Dr. Ming-tat Cheung, Chairman and
Fresident of the CCCGT
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Chan Hon Geh in Swan Lake Pholagrapher: Lydia Pawelak
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For more info on Chan Hon Goh, visit www.chanhongoh.com & www.principalshoes.com
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