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Chan Hon Goh bids adieu with Giselle

Esteemed principal dancer retiring
after 20 years with National Ballet

"hen Chan Hon Gob

takes to the sage

next mosth in the
titke rols of Giselle at the Four
Seasons Centre for e
Performing Arts, it will be
 poignant momen: for ler, for
audicnees and for the wodld of
elassical baller.

The esteemed principal
daneer is reliring a2 the end of
the carrent season after 20
years with the Nathonal Babler
of Canada. Bom in Dejing,
Gob moved 1o Vancouver at the
age of B with leer paremis, who
had been dancers (hemselves
and under whom she had
trained. She joined the
Natieral Ballet in 1988,
became principal dancer in
1994 and is well-known for her
delicaie lyriciem and emotional
depth.

“Every sicp af my carcer
has just been so wondesful”
she says. 1 can't imagine my
life without dane=™

Giselle s panticularly near
10 her heart, Gob says. She
Tirst pilayed the role oae year
afier she becaine prinsipal
dancer and says it added 3

“new dimension™ to her reper-
taire.

The ballet, which runs from
May 27 1o 31, i the story of
lovers scparated by the artifi-
cizl barriers of society, much
like the tale of Romeo and
Julier. The role of Giselle is
unigae in its complexity, the
character going thiough a

She says 1he decision o
retire is “quite overwhelming
10 face.....Dancing is such 2 big
past of my life." However, she
suffiers from pain in ler neck
and upper spine from an injury
sustained in 8 car accident in
2006, from which she has
never fully recavered. Shes
looking forward to spending
mode tiine with her theee-year-
old son and hopes 1o renaain
imvolved in dance.

One of the many nalzwonhy
points about Giselle is that st

‘I'm very happy to be saying goodbye with
Giselle. | don't think | would have found as
much pleasure in dancing had | not found the
substance behind the character it brought.’

iransformation from ligh-
heaned peasant girl 10 crazed
woanan and, finally, 10 a ghon-
ly vision. Ballesinas in the parnt
st combine dramatic ability
and technical brillinnce to
lbring about o convincing per-
formance.

“I"'m very happy 10 be gay-
ing goodbye with Giselle," says
Gk, 40. “1 doa’t think | would
have found as much pleasure in
dancing had [ not found the
substance behind the character
it browght™

the time of its creation in 184),
it was one of the first balleis 1o
introduce the female dancer in
pointe shoes, which allowed
for wider movement and made
lber sezm liphy, ethereal and
other-worldly. Goh, topether
with her husband, Chun Che,
ulsa a dancer, foundsd a com-
pany 12 yeass apo that designs,
makes and markets ballet
[Foatwear, especially poime
shocs that provide greater sup-
part and cushicning.

The final performances of

ke 2008-2009 National Ballet
season include Carmen, a

groundbreaking re-cancepiual-
ization of the Bizet opera by

Carmen & Skin Divers will be
presented from Juse 610 14 as
pan of e Luminatn Festival

The last performance of the
seatan - Gob's final appear-
ance an stage = will be IWhire
Hot, 1he Nationa) Baller's
annual fiendradsing gals on
Juze 18, The evening will
includs a onc-hoar perform-
ance of thor warks selected by
anistic director Karen Kain,
including a special perform-
ance by Gob. The event ks
expesicd 10 raiss more than
$l-million.

Essential
Information
“Tickets to the Naticoal
Ballet can be purchased at

. this Four Seasons Centre for
the Pérfornilng Ants.at 145
Queza Street West, by call-
ing 416:345.5595 or by vis-
itiog wwwenationaLballet.ca,

Chan Hon Goh in Giselle: 'I don't think I would huve fonnd as
much pleasure in duncing had | not found the substance behind
the character it broughe’



