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It was a night that ballet enthusiasts won't soon forget as
they had a chance to take in some of the best dancers Canada
had to offer.

The Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto, or
CCCGT, celebrated its annual Chinese New Year gala last
month with a performance entitled: Rolex Presents: A
Chinese New Year Celebration with Chan Hon Goh,
Prima Ballerina of The National Ballet of Canada, and
Friends.

Performing in front of a packed house at the P.C. Ho
Theatre was the guest of the evening, Chan Hon Goh, along
with other principal dancers Aleksandar Antonijevic, Sonia
Redriguez and Piotr Stanczyk.

Rolex CEO Victor Royce said ballet is an underappre-
ciated art and more people should take an interest in it.
"We are lucky to have one of the world's best ballet dance
companies and everyone should go down to the Four Seasons Centre and support these
wonderful dancers,”

David Banks, chair of the National Ballet of Canada, said, “It’s such a pleasure to be
here again. It gets better each time.”

Although Goh was credited with producing and coordinating the performance, she
said it was definitely a team effart. “A show like this can't come together without having
many friends and also my friends on stage.”

Dr. Ming-Tat Cheung, Chairman and President of the CCCGT, said the gala event
is exactly what the cultural centre stands for - the bringing together of communities
and the exchange of cultures. "This gala is a showcase of our mandate to be the
centre where the West can meet the East and it's the highlight of our Chinese New
Year Celebration series” Cheung said. “We would like to invite not only the Chinese
communities but also other ethnic groups to share the joy and festivities of our traditions

and culture.”
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Chan Hon Goh with guest dancers, sponscrs and friends at the VIP rec

eption following the Chinese New Year performance at the Chinese Cultural Centre in Toranto
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GOH BIDS FAREWELL...
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After twenty years with the
National Ballet of Canada,
Chan Hon Goh has called it a
career.Goh, 40, who started her
career in 1988, announced in
early February that she will retire
on May 21.

An  appreciative  Goh
thanked a Canadian ballet star
that gave her a piece of advice
that seemed to resonate through
out her career. "Everything you
do is 50 right, * Goh said. "You
hang on to that.”

Karen Kain, Artistic director,
said Goh was a very special talent and she was much
stronger than she thought. "For someone whe appears
so fragile and delicate, she has amazing strength,” Kain
said. "I never could believe she could jump the way she
did because her little legs didn’t seem to have all that
much muscle.”

Goh, who has been a principal dancer since the
mid 90s, said she was very blassed to have performed as
LR Sylvie Worsley (Manager, Marketing and Communication Rolex Canada), Victor Royce (CEO Rolex long as she did and was thankful for the friends she has
Canada), Chan lon Goh, Jeff Leung {Asianwave Publisher), Michael Grit {Theatre Manager made. “| have lived out through my dream of becoming
Ricimond. HUl Ceatre For The Parfairing Art) a ballerina. | feel so fortunate, | am fortunate to be given
some of the most amazing repertoire to dance, and |
constantly find new inspiration from choreographies
and my fellow dancers,” she said. “There have been so
many people constantly instrumental in fostering my
development and I'm tremendously grateful to all of
themn.”
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Chan Hon Goh dances for charity show Chinese New Year Celebration
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Fhoto credit: Simon Lee

Dr. Tat-Ming Cheung and Chan lion Goh acknowledges Platinum spansor Helan Ching-Kircher
{Prasident and CED of Downtown Fine Cars) and her husband Dr. Peter A. Kircher
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